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SUB J : EGYPTIAN INFORMATION MINISTER VISITS QATAR: MENA TO 
ASSIST IN ESTABLISHING QATAR NATIONAL NEWS AGENCY 

1. EGYPTIAN MINISTER OF INFORMATION AHMAD KAMAL ABU-AL-MAJD 
BEGAN FOUR DAY VISIT TO QATAR ON MAY 4. GOQ MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
KAWARI TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT VISIT WAS IN GENERAL CONTEXT OF 
CONTINUING COORDINATION OF GOQ AND GOE INFORMATION POLICY, 

AND PARTICULARLY TO CONCLUDE AGREEMENT UNDER WHICH EGYPTIAN 
MIDDLE EAST NEWS AGENCY WOULD ASSIST GOQ IN ESTABLISHING QATAR 
NATIONAL NEWS AGENCY. ACCORDING KAWARI, MENA WILL SET UP 
QNNA AND UNDER THREE- YEAR AGREEMENT WILL TRAIN A QATARI STAFF 
TO RUN ORGANIZATION. 

2. COMMENT: AGREEMENT WITH MENA WILL EXPAND ALREADY SIGNIFICANT 
EGYPTIAN INFLUENCE OVER QATARI MEDIA. OTHER PREPONDERANT 
INFLUENCE IS PALESTINIAN. IN FACT, MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
HIMSELF IS ONLY QATARI IN INFORMATION POLICY-MAKING ECHELON 
HERE. 
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